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Today a US low-level reconnaissance aircraft was attacked and 
shot down by 410 interceptorg/ /anti-airoraft artillery/ over Cuba. 
The pilot 1s believed dead fitve/. The nature of the attack clearly 
demonstrates the deliberateness of this intolerable action. ~ 

It will be recalled that after the rmoval of offensive missiles 
and bombing planes from Cuba, the Cuban Government refused to agree 
to measures of international inspection to insure that such offénsive 
_ weapons were not reintroduced and the peace of this hemisphere, egeial ἢ on τ 
threatened, In these circumstances, the US, consistent with ths tare | a 
of the OAS Resolution of October 23, has made it clear that surveillance 
of Cuba will be mathtained until such tine as Cuba ceases to be a 
threat to the peace and security of the hemisphere. 
The situation in Cuba has not been satisfactory to the United States 
nor to the other states of this hemisphere but we have been able to 
live with this situation because we were able to assure ourselves that 
preparations for actions ‘threatening our security were not being carried 
| ot ia μὰς i, have kept our surveillance measures to the minimm and 
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Row ths Cuban Goverment has resorted to force to change even 
thig uneasy modus-vivand! although our position has been made clear. 

In compliance with my thatructions, our forces today have taken 
action, employing conventions] armanents, to insure the destruction 
of the 2812 taseg/ {anti-aircraft artillery complexeg/ directly ᾿ 
involved in the attack/g/ in a manner designed insofar as possible 
to avoid harm to the Cuban people, who are not responsible foy this. 
outrage. We intend to maintain our reconnaissance flights. Sheald ᾿ 
they contime to meet'resistance, we shall take all necessary 
appropriate measures, Meanwhile, I have also directed the Secretary 
of Defense to take the necessary precautionary neasures, 

We have kept ‘was NaTO and O48 Allies fully informed. Ambassaccr 
Stevenson is requesting the convening of a Special Session of the UN 
Security Council and will report on the actions we have taken jursuast 
to the October 2 Resolution of the OAS. 

I call upon Dr, Castro and the Quban authorities to dealat 


_ immediately trem further attacks on our peaceful reconnaissance 
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today a vt low-level reconnaissance alroraft was attacked and 
ahot down by {100 interceptorg/ Janti-airoraft artillery/ over Cuba. 

The pilot is believed dead fase]. The nature of the attack clearly 
demonstrates the deliberateness of this intolerable action. 

It will Be recalled that after the removal of offensive missiles 
and bombing planes from Cuba, the Cuban Goverment refused to agree 
to measures of international inspestion which you had’ indicated were. | 
appropriate to insure that such offensive weapons were not reintpednesd:. 
and the peace of this heaisphere again threatened. In these ΠΕΣ 

the US, consistent vith the terns of the OAS Resolution of Octeben ae 
has nade it olear thet surveillance of Cuba will be maintained until 
such time as Cubs ceases to be a threat tothe peace and security of 
the hemisphere. 

The situation in Cube haa not been satisfactory to the United States 
nor to the other states of this hemisphere, but we have been able to 
live with this situation because we were able to assure ourselves that 
ΣΝ for actions threatening our security were not being carried 

dake ἐν ‘fiber kept our surveillance measures to the ninimc and 
many sl ate, ἀν λσνοῖ flights when reports of the reintroduct ton of 
offensive ‘plesiiee or other evidence required checking. 
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We have been concerned about the possibility of an incident 
arising from our aerial surveillance, and have attempted to avoid 
provoking such an incident, Yonetheless, the need for maintaining 
such surveillance 4s unchanged, and we shall contime such flights. 

I have inetructed the Secretary of Defense to undertake actions, 
employing conventional arnaments, to insure the destruction of the 
[air bases] {anti-aircraft artillery complexeg/ directly involved 
in the attack/a/, 4n a manner designed insofar ag possible to aveid 
harm to the Cuban people, I have also instructed the Secretary i 
Defense to undertake certein precautionary and alerting actions. 

We will meet cont imiing interference with our overflights by 
appropriate reprisal until they desist. It ia, of course, cur bore 
that the Cubans will not contime their hostilities. 

I believe that you can assist the situation by using your 
influence with Dr, Castro to urge a cessation of actions interfering 
with the eatablished peaceful US reconnaissance of Cuba, I am a.80 
sending & poseage 4o him expressing our desire to prevent contimatica 
end. expetaion of. the Gneident, and I will make an appropriate ;ulits 
7 statanect oetttag forth the situation and our position. 


ΕΝ Cah ape-level reeonnaissance aircraft was attacked and © 


ghot down by ὦπα interceptors) /anti-~airoreft artillery/ over Cuba. 
The pilot is balieved dead bsrs/. fhe nature of the attack clearly 
demonstrates τὰ deLiberatenoss ef this intolerable action. 

τὸ wal. be recalled that efter the removal of offensive missiles 
and bombing planes from Cuba, the: Ouber Government refuged to agree 
to measures of international inspection to insure that such offensive 


weapons were not reintroduced and the peace of this hemisphere | age 
threatened, In these circunstances, the US, consistent with the’ tse. oh 
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of the OAS Resolution of October 23, has nade it clear that cenit 
of Cuba vill be maintained until such tine as Guba ceases to be «Ὁ 
threat to the peaqs and φϑοὺς ΣΕ of the henisphere. 

The situation in Cuba has not bees satisfactory to the United States 
nor te the other states of this hemisphere but we have bean able to 
live with this situation pecans we were ebla to assure ourselves that 
preparations for actions threatening our security ware not being carried 
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Be HATO Goverments and HAC) ds Secretary Rusk mentioned at the 


North Atlantic Couneil Meeting on April 10,7 we have been concerned 
about the possibility of an ineident, arising from our serial surveillance, 
end have atteapted to ave’ .oking such an incident. Nonetheless, 
the need for mainte* _ gach surveillance is unchanged, and we 
shall conti” . sueh fiighte. 
I am instructing the Secretary of Defense to undertave asticie, 


employing conventional armaments, to insure the destruction of tae ee 


[pie bases) (anti-aircraft artillery complexag/ directly involred.. ‘ ὦ 
in the attack/a/ in ἃ manner designed inaofar as possible to xreld a 
Wy harm to the Cuban people. 

I have also instructed the Secretary of Defense to undertaxe 
certain precautionary and alerting actions, including evacuation of 
dependents from Quantanamo and reinforcement of that base, and 
appropriate alert atatus for US forces. We do not anticipate any 
Soviet Bloe military eotion. Cuban reactions are lege certain, τὸ} 


miing interference in our overflight with appre,#iate 


goftending anti-air systems until they desist. :*e18, 
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I an informing ‘he. Castro, and Chaivman Khrushchev, of our desire °c 


proved’ 
Sesaion of the UN Security Council, and will report on the actions 
ve have taken pursuant to tha Cotober 22 Resolution of the UN. 
Finally, I plan ὃς issue e - . 1g statement setting forth cur 
position, Ὁ ~ 
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